
BENEFITTINGRun
Brave 5K
Run with heart. Walk with hope. Stand with families.

2026 SPONSORSHIP SUNDAY · SEPTEMBER 13, 2026
Darden Towe Park   ·   Charlottesville, Virginia
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2026 RUN BRAVE 5K

About
the Event

Since 2009, what began as the Splash 5K has been the Ishan Gala Foundation's signature annual
fundraiser — bringing together families, businesses, and community members in support of children
and families battling cancer. Originally held as a pool party at ACAC Waterpark in honor of Ishan
Gala's birthday, the event evolved over the years to meet a growing community of supporters.

In 2015, the event expanded to include a 5K run/walk, which quickly grew into the centerpiece of
the celebration. As the event continued to evolve, so did its identity.

This year, we are proud to introduce the newly rebranded Run Brave 5K — a name that better
reflects the courage, resilience, and strength of the children and families at the heart of our mission.
Held on a scenic paved course at Darden Towe Park, Run Brave 5K offers an inspiring,
family-friendly experience for participants of all ages.

The morning will also feature a Kids Dash before the race, prizes for top finishers, sponsor booths,
games, and activities — all designed to bring our community together. Run Brave 5K is more than a
race; it is a celebration of hope, courage, and community support for families facing pediatric
cancer.

EVENT DETAILS
DATE Saturday, September 13, 2026

LOCATION Darden Towe Park, Charlottesville, VA

TIME Gates open at 7:30 AM

COURSE Paved 3.1-mile route, family-friendly
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About
IGF
The Ishan Gala Foundation is
present in the lives of children
fighting cancer and their families to
improve their quality of life during
and after treatment.

Founded in 2009, the Ishan Gala Foundation is dedicated to supporting children and families
navigating the challenges of pediatric cancer. At the heart of our mission is family — recognizing
that a cancer diagnosis impacts not only the child, but parents, siblings, and loved ones as well.

Through financial assistance, comfort packages, family events, and emotional support, IGF helps
ease the burdens families face during treatment. Our programs cover household bills, travel
expenses, essential living costs, and the everyday needs that pile up — so families can focus on
what matters most: caring for their child and being together.

IGF also creates meaningful moments of joy and connection through initiatives like our Holiday
Cheer Program, which fulfills holiday wish lists for both fighters and their siblings, and our annual
family holiday celebration featuring food, crafts, games, and visits with Santa. By building personal
relationships with each family, we provide compassionate support tailored to their unique journey.

OUR CORE PROGRAMS What every dollar supports — at a glance.

Financial Lifelines
Rent, utilities, and bills
covered during
treatment.

Holiday Cheer
Holiday wishes for
fighters and their
siblings.

Comfort & Memories
Care packages,
birthdays, and family
moments.

Shadow Survivors
Sibling-focused support
— no one is forgotten.
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Our Lifetime Impact
What this community has built since 2009 — every dollar a lifeline.

370+
Families

Supported

768
Children
Served

655
Siblings

Empowered

1,549
Event

Runners

THE REALITY OF PEDIATRIC CANCER

17,000
children diagnosed with cancer in
the US each year — one every 2
minutes

~50%
of families facing pediatric cancer
file for medical bankruptcy

$35,000
average out-of-pocket cost per
family during treatment

Financial Lifelines

$432,000
Direct financial assistance for
rent, utilities & essential bills
during treatment.

$114,000
Gift assistance — restoring the
magic of childhood through
holiday cheer & comfort items.

Research & Facilities

$117,500
Dedicated to finding less toxic
treatments for childhood
cancers.

$32,500
Direct hospital support for
pediatric oncology wards.

$15,000
Bone Marrow Playroom — a
safe, joyful space for intensive
recovery patients.

Community & Programs

Holiday Cheer
Direct support to 768 children
through our HCP initiative each
holiday season.

Run Brave 5K
1,549 runners and counting —
raising awareness and vital
funds since 2016.

Shadow Survivors
655 siblings supported —
ensuring no family member is
forgotten.

“When a child is diagnosed, the whole family fights.”
Every dollar and every hour helps us bridge the gap between treatment and hope.
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$41K
Comfort packages,
birthday celebrations
& sibling support
Every gift fills a gap that treatment can't
— a beloved toy, a birthday celebrated
bedside, a sibling reminded that they
matter too.

We have helped siblings and warriors attend special dances, replaced beds children have outgrown,
provided wagon strollers to support daily life during treatment, replaced essential household
appliances, and helped families create lasting memories together during the most difficult times of
their journey.

“Thank you for giving the kids some extra activities to enjoy
while Presley was having a rough couple weeks. Thank you for
always including my other children too.”
— IGF family
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Why partner
with Run
Brave 5K?

With hundreds of participants, families, and supporters expected to attend, Run Brave 5K provides
sponsors with meaningful visibility while directly supporting local families facing pediatric cancer.

By partnering with Run Brave 5K, sponsors become an important part of a community-driven event
that celebrates hope, bravery, and compassion while making a lasting impact in the lives of families
who need it most.

Visibility
Logo placement across race
day signage, runner shirts,
the IGF site & socials.

Engagement
On-site booth, branded
giveaways, and direct contact
with hundreds of local
families.

Impact
100% of net proceeds support
local pediatric cancer families
through IGF programs.

PARTNERSHIP, NOT JUST SPONSORSHIP
Your brand becomes part of a child's bravest moment.
Every sponsor dollar fuels household bills, hospital comforts, and family memories for the
children at the heart of this race.
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Sponsorship Levels
Choose the partnership level that fits — every contribution fuels our mission.Sponsorship

Levels
Presenting

$5,000
MOST IMPACT

Star
$2,500

Gold
$1,000

Silver
$500

Logo on Run sign-up page,
IGF homepage & tagged in
FB event

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Logo / name on runner shirt Large Logo Medium Logo Small Logo Name

Exclusive offers to
participants via sign-up page
& emails

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Logo on Run Brave 5K
banner ✓ ✓ ✓ —

Giveaway / promo items in
race packets ✓ ✓ ✓ —

Table at event ✓ ✓ ✓ —

Logo on event signage, race
bibs & top finisher
certificates

✓ ✓ — —

Social media sponsor
highlight

Individual
post

Individual
post Group post Group post

Complimentary race
registrations 8 5 4 2

READY TO PARTNER?

Let's bring families some bravery.
Contact Ashley  ·  ashley@ishangala.org  ·  ishangalafoundation.org
Run Brave 5K · Saturday, September 13, 2026 · Darden Towe Park, Charlottesville, VA
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